EVERGLADES REGION PORSCHE CLUB OF AMERICA
BOARD MEETING
Wednesday, March 15, 2017

Chris Branston called the meeting to order at 6:13 p.m.
Present: Chris and Jenny Branston, Steve and Faith Wassersug, Tom Pitser, Tom Stuart, Gary
Karnes, Dave Noelken, Phil Castronova and Bill Shelton.

Apologies: Received from Tom Kring and Donn Giasi.

Minutes of the last Meeting:
The minutes of the last meeting were approved as written.

Reports from Board Members
Chris Branston (President)
•

Chris and Jenny attended the Porsche club of America’s Werks Reunion on Amelia Island
the weekend of March 10, 2017. This is the first time that PCA has hosted this event on
east coast. Twelve to 15 other EGR club members attended as well. There were more
than 670 Porsche vehicles from 32 states plus Puerto Rico.

•

Chris and Jenny visited the Seminole Casino Hotel in Immokalee recently to evaluate the
venue for a possible future EGR event. Management is interested in the possibility of
EGR scheduling an event there. The facility boasts parking for 4,000 cars, a sizable event
room, pleasant guest rooms and restaurant. There is also casino gambling for those
who are inclined. Chris is specifically interested in putting together a racecar drivers
forum, with presentations by notable professional race car drivers. The potential date of
this event in November of 2017 would closely coincide with the club’s 20th anniversary.
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Other nearby PCA clubs would also be given the opportunity to participate. A
committee including Chris, Jenny, Dave, Tom Stuart and Bill was formed to plan the
event.

•

It was suggested that a single page description of the proposed event should be
prepared for presentation to potential sponsors.

•

A discussion ensued about expanding sponsorship opportunities for the club’s social
activities. Porsche of Naples/Fort Myers will only sponsor driving events (autocross and
drivers education), but has no problem with other sponsors for non-driving events.

•

Chris reported that a candidate has been selected for the EGR Development Chair. This
would be a board level position (beginning in 2018) responsible for developing new
sponsor relationships to support the club’s social events such as fun rallys, sports
events, the annual holiday party and the Weekend of the Year (WOTY). The new board
position will have a duration extending through the current calendar year. The position
will be evaluated during the coming months and a decision will be made by the board
before the next annual meeting regarding extending the position.

•

Chris reported on the PCA presidents’ conference call in which he participated recently.
Specifically, EGR might qualify for additional funding from PCA national to assist in
charitable events hosted by the club. This potential additional funding may enable the
club to host more charitable events. The club’s membership supports more
involvement by the club in such events.

Dave Noelken (Vice President and Club Liaison)
•

Dave reported that the BIG (British, Italian and German) auto show on Cape Coral had a
record turnout of 135 cars. Several EGR club members participated in the event and
there were 15 Porsches shown. This was more than double the number of Porsche cars
at last year’s event.

•

The annual Pan Florida Challenge charity event was held the prior weekend. Eight EGR
members volunteered to escort bicycle riders participating in the event. Three
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members had volunteered last year as well. The help was very well received and
everyone who participated gave very positive feedback on the experience.

•

Dave unveiled a large flag featuring the club’s logo that can be used to identify the
club’s support and participation at future events.

Phil Castronova (Membership Chair)
•

Phil reported that the club has 490 primary members and 287 associate members as of
March 2017. This represents a new recent high point in membership and significant
year over year growth. Phil expects to break the 500 member mark this year.

•

Phil mentioned that the club is transitioning to a new email system. The new system
(Emailer 3.0) is maintained by PCA national and relies on members to keep their contact
information updated with PCA.

Thomas Pitser (Treasurer)
•

Tom presented Statements of Financial Position and Activities for year-end 2016, and
2017 through Feb 28, 2017. Total assets net of liabilities for year-end 2016 were
$22,050, and $26,144 through Feb 28, 2017. The club has a checking account balance of
$23,034. Total 2016 year-end revenues were $45,288, and expenses were $31,406.
Revenues in excess of expenses for 2016 were $13,882. Revenues in excess of expenses
as of the end of February 2017 were $1,656.

•

A special thanks was expressed by the board to Tom for his work on the club’s financial
statements.

Gary Karnes (Cars on 5th Liaison)
•

Gary reported that the 13th annual Cars on 5th charity event held in Naples on February
11th raised $239,000 for St. Matthew’s house. The event drew 40,000 – 50,000 people.
Fifty-four Porsche cars were registered as part of the German car contingent of 75 cars.
Over 550 cars of various makes and models were displayed at the event with an
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estimated value of over $100 million. The goal for next year’s Cars on 5th event is to
raise $250,000.
Jenny Branston (Rally Chair) reporting for herself and for Donna Giasi (Social Chair)
•

The February 26th Back Roads Cryptic Clue & Photo Rally involved a drive through scenic
southwest Florida and ending in Naples.

•

The first “Drive and Dine” of the year on March 15 to the Pub & Grill at Ave Maria was
well attended with 46 people participating.

•

The first potluck of the year on January 22nd was hosted by Jim and Linda Wallen and
drew 60 participants. Twenty – eight people have signed up for the potluck on March
19 to be hosted by Dolores and Jim Claeys. Maxine and Chuck Shipiro will be hosting a
potluck on Saturday, April 22nd at their home on Marco Island. Faith and Steve
Wassersug will host a potluck at their home in Fort Myers on May 13th.

•

Other scheduled events include Koreshan State Historic Site (March 25th), Everblades
Hockey Night (March 29th), WOTY (April 28th – 30th), Fort Myers Miracle Baseball Game
(May 16th ) and a Summer Party at the Branston’s “getaway home” in Goodland (June
11th).

•

The Annual EGR Holiday Party is scheduled for Saturday, December 9th at the Club at
Longshore Lake. Entertainment will be provided by Joe Marino.

•

Jenny is looking into the possibility of holding the 2018 WATY in Marathon, Florida.

Steve and Faith Wassersug (North Area Organizers)
•

Faith reported that the February 24th Sheer Madness theater event sold out quickly and
was a lot of fun. Thirty-four people attended the show and dinner at Twisted Vines. This
continues to be a popular event and is likely to be repeated again early next year.
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•

Faith reported that Gavin Riches, owner of Auto Quest in Fort Myers, is ready to go with
hosting a Cars & Cocktails event. Gavin will provide the food and the club will provide
beverages. The event is tentatively scheduled for April 12th.

•

Faith raised the possibility of organizing an outing on the Murder Mystery Train. Further
details will follow.

•

Steve is working on fall events including the Pirate Ship excursion out of Fort Myers
Beach and a charter bus tour to a whiskey bar and brewery.

Tom Stuart (Webmaster)
•

Tom entered the EGR website into the 2017 PCA national website competition. The
competition will be judged at the PCA Parade to be held July 9 – 15, 2017 in Spokane,
Washington.

•

Tom initiated a discussion about whether to set an effective date for the conversion to
the Emailer 3.0 system. EGR has been experimenting with the new system for a couple
of months now. PCA national operates Emailer 3.0 and maintains the member email list
based on information submitted by members to PCA. This requires that members keep
their contact information updated directly with PCA. The board decided to convert to
Emailer 3.0 effective September 1, 2017. The next few emails to members will
announce this decision and encourage members to update their contact info with PCA
so that they can continue to receive club emails.

Tom Kring (Driving Events Chair) – as reported by Dave Noelken
•

The February 19th Autocross, sponsored again by Porsche of Naples/Ft. Myers, was a
great success. There was a record turnout of both EGR members and non-members.

•

The tentatively scheduled April 9th autocross has been cancelled. Buckingham Airfield is
doing some fence repairs and is having gravel delivered that will be on the surface over
the weekend. Tom is planning another event for the fall. Tom is also working on 2 new
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autocross locations. The Punta Gorda location may be a go again this year, and the club
may also get access to some space at Private Sky Aviation at the old RSW airfield.

•

On April 23rd, EGR will be hosting a karting event at Andersen Race Park. Andersen
owns the Road to Indy series as well as the Indy Lights operation. Tom visited Andersen
recently - it was a great venue and a very fun track. Porsche of Naples/Ft. Myers is
sponsoring the event with a very generous contribution of $8,500.00. The club will have
the exclusive use of the track and facilities from 8:30am - 3:00pm on the 23rd. Lunch will
be catered and there will be racing throughout the day. Registration is open on
clubregistration.net. There are currently 15 drivers registered, plus approximately 60
other Porsche Naples/Fort Myers customers expected. This promises to be a fantastic
day.

Faith Wassersug (Club Apparel Chair)
•

Faith reported that she had sold $467 worth of club apparel at the recent Cars on 5th
event. She noted that members like to buy product that they can see and handle more
so than ordering from a website. She suggested the development of a small booklet
that would show the EGR products that are available. The board agreed that this is a
good idea.

•

Faith suggested that board members could wear special shirts at club events that would
identify them as board members. This would facilitate members knowing who the
board members are and possibly encourage more interaction between board members
and EGR members at club events.

•

It was discussed and agreed that the link to PCA for apparel orders would be left as is.

•

Some members have expressed an interest in having a club badge. It was decided that
the link on the club website for ordering badges would be repositioned to make it easier
for members to find.

There being no additional business, the board adjourned at 9:05 p.m.
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The next meeting of the board is scheduled for November 4, 2017 at
the EGR Anniversary Party.
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